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About Me

• Board Member at Art Education 
Victoria

• Art Teacher at Berendale School

• Masters in Inclusive and Special 
Education (Deakin University)

• 7 years working with students 
with disabilities



About the Workshop

1. Making: 10 Art lesson 
ideas

2. Responding: Ways of 
describing an artwork

3. Learning Environment: 
Responding to 
challenging behaviours



1. Lesson Planning

Knowing Your Learners 
(APST 1 know learners and how they learn)

• How will my students react to the materials? 
• What are my students’ preferred working style?

• What can my students do? 
• What are my students’ specific needs? 

See Individual Learning Plan, Learner Profile, Behaviour Management Plan,
Allied Health Reports 



Visual Task Analysis (How to/Steps)



Drawing

1. Scratch Back Art 2. Futuristic City Drawing



Tips for a Drawing Lesson

Build your students’ 
confidence to draw. 

Provide:

•Visual references

•Templates

•Guided drawing instructions

•Light boxes for tracing



Painting

3. Colour Mixing Challenge 4. Watercolour Painting



Teaching Routines

Students with 
disabilities benefit 
from structure and 
consistency. 

Teach:
a. Classroom routines
b.The routine to use a 

material appropriately
c. Using materials vs. 

experimentation



Printmaking

5. Monoprinting 6. Foam Printing



Extending the Lesson

1. Create multiple prints. 
2. Cut the prints for a collage.

Project Ideas:
• Butterfly Wall
• Mountainous Landscape
• Bouquet of Flowers

Group Tasks:
• Tracing with a template
• Cutting the shapes
• Preparing the canvas/surface
• Arranging and gluing



Sculpture

7. 3D Model House 8. Tape Installation



Teaching 3D

2D 3D Computer Aided 
Design (CAD)



Ceramic

9. Textured Vessel 10. Clay House



Preparation

• Cut up the clay before the lesson
• Have spare clay

• Focus on 1 skill or technique at a time
• Joining technique – Use a toothbrush 

to (1) score, (2) slip, (3) stick, (4) join

• Use a plaster box to store clay pieces, 
to prevent from drying



2. Respond and Interpret Artwork



Pointing

Point to the colour red.



Visual Board

What can you see?



Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC)

What can you see?



Yes or No Answers

Is there a curve line?

Teach students to feel 
okay to say “no”. 

Affirm their response, and 
encourage them to share 
their thinking. 



1 Word to Sentences

What can you see? Lines

What can the lines be? 
Can be crossing

Where is the crossing 
taking you? The crossing 
takes me home.



Collaborative Verbal Response

Scribe other responses:
1. Colours, straight lines, house, 

flying house, bridge
2. Crossing, rainbow, I like the 

patterns the lines create
3. Nowhere, in a loop

I can see colourful and straight lines. 
There is also a flying house across the 
bridge. I like the patterns the lines 
create. The patterned lines can be a 
rainbow or a crossing that goes 
nowhere, in a loop, and sometimes 
takes me across the bridge back to 
home.



Multiple Choices

What material was used to make this 
artwork?

A)Paint
B)Tape
C)Paper

What do you like most about this 
artwork?

A)Pattern
B)House
C)Colours
D)Circle



Starter Sentences/Fill in the Blanks

• I can see...

• This artwork is about…

• This artwork is interesting, 
because...

• I used ___ to make this artwork. 

• The artist used ___ to make this 
artwork.



Short Answer Response

• Reflection

• Artist statement

• Description for an art 
catalogue

Creative Responses:

• Haiku poem (numeracy)

• Blackout poem (literacy)



3. Challenging Behaviours in the Art Room

Art Room Verbal Physical

• Eating art supplies

•Damaging art supplies, 
tools, equipment, furniture, 
artworks, classroom

•Using tools and equipment 
dangerously

•Creating and showing 
inappropriate images or 
artwork

•Running around in the Art 
Room. 

• Screaming and yelling

• Swearing at other people

•Making threats

•Making derogatory 
remarks

•Pushing

•Punching/slapping

•Kicking

• Spitting

•Pinching

• Scratching

• Throwing art supplies, 
tools, equipment and 
furniture



Responding to the Behaviour



De-Escalation Techniques

• Ask “What’s wrong?”

• Ask “What do you need?”

• Redirect

• Refocus

• Offer a controlled choice



Understanding the Behaviour
Antecedent Behaviour Consequence

Student did not want to paint. Student broke paintbrushes. Student was told to sit by 
themselves and missed out on 
Art. 

Student screamed and cried.

Student liked the texture of 
pastels in their mouth. 

Student ate some pastels. Teacher removed pastels from 
the student. 

Student grabbed, pulled and 
scratched the teacher’s hand to 
get the pastels. 

Student was new to the school 
and unfamiliar with the Art 
Room.

Student ran around and 
threw supplies and tools in 
the Art Room.

Student was removed from the 
Art Room.



After the Incident



Addressing the Issue
Antecedent Behaviour Consequence

Student did not want 
to paint. 

Student broke 
paintbrushes.

Task avoidance

Ignore. Assure other students that there are enough supplies for 
everyone. 

Teach the student to communicate their desire. 

Provide an alternative medium for the student to complete their 
artwork and work towards achieving their goals. 

Student liked the 
texture of pastels in 
their mouth. 

Student ate some 
pastels.

Sensory seeking

Ignore. Assure other students that there are enough supplies for 
everyone. 

Discuss the matter with their parent and Allied Health 
Professional. Explore an alternative tool that can provide the 
sensory experience that the student wants.

Student was new to 
the school and 
unfamiliar with the Art 
Room.

Student ran around 
and threw supplies and 
tools in the Art Room.

Gaining control

De-escalate the situation. Asked “what’s wrong?” The student 
explained the Art Room did not look like the one they had in their 
previous school. 

Conduct a tour around the Art Room and introduce different  parts 
of the room and their purposes. Explain classroom routine and 
expectation. Provide an opportunity for the student to practice.  



Complex Cases
Antecedent Behaviour Consequence

Student completed 
their artwork and 
wanted to show the 
teacher.

They liked the texture 
of pastels in their 
mouth. 

Student ate some 
pastels.

Attention seeking
Sensory seeking
*Mental health 
concern

Teacher removed pastels from the student. 

Student grabbed, pulled and scratched the teacher’s hand to get 
the pastels. 

Ignore. Assure other students that there are enough supplies for 
everyone. 

Discuss the matter with their parent and Allied Health Professional. 
Explore an alternative tool that can provide the sensory experience 
that the student wants.

Teach the student to communicate with the teacher when they 
have completed their work. E.g.
• They can approach the teacher and say  “finished”.
• They can use AAC.
• They can complete some free drawing activities.



Classroom Culture and Relationship Matters

Allow students to learn from their mistake and to develop 
their coping strategies, communication and social skills. 

Interpersonal Skills:

• Building relationship

• Active listening

• Matching

• Questioning



THANK YOU

Connect with me on Linkedin:

www.linkedin.com/in/hauongding

Connect with 

Art Education Victoria: 
aev.vic.edu.au

http://www.linkedin.com/in/hauongding
https://aev.vic.edu.au/

