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Participant Information Statement for the Research Project: Curriculum-related teacher 
decision-making for secondary-aged students with significant and complex needs in Australian 
schools for specific purposes. 

You are invited to participate in the research project identified above, which is being conducted 
by PhD candidate Tess Rendoth from the School of Education at the University of Newcastle. 

The research is part of Tess Rendoth’s studies at the University of Newcastle, supervised by Dr 
Jill Duncan and Dr Judith Foggett from the School of Education. 

Why is the research being done? 

The purpose of the research is to investigate the influences over, and reasons for teacher decision-
making when they design curriculum programs and individual educational plans for secondary-
aged students with significant and complex needs. This is a national study and will also examine 
the transition to a National Curriculum Framework. Students with significant and complex needs 
are those that have a diagnosis of severe or profound intellectual disabilities and attract an extensive 
level of adjustment in alignment with the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data. Research 
regarding students with severe or profound and multiple intellectual disabilities is an under-
researched area, and all contributions to the field are valuable. 

Who can participate in the research? 

We are seeking teachers who work directly with secondary-aged students (aged 12-19) with 
significant and complex needs who are enrolled in a school for specific purposes to participate 
in this research. This is a national study and encourages the involvement of teachers from all 
geographic locations. The survey will be open to submission between July 20th and October 20th, 
2021. 

What would you be asked to do? 

Stage One 
If you agree to participate, you will be asked to complete an anonymous online survey. The 
survey will be open from July to October 2021 and will take approximately 30 minutes to 
complete. 
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Stage Two 

After completing the survey, you will have the opportunity to be involved in a second stage of 
the research, which includes a more detailed exploration of curriculum planning and decision-
making.  

If you do volunteer to be involved in stage two of the project, and your involvement is 
confirmed you will be asked to participate in a series (up to three) individual interviews with the 
researcher.  Individual interviews will be approximately 30-60 minutes and be conducted via an 
online video conferencing tool such as Skype or Zoom, or face to face if location allows.   

During Stage Two, you may also be asked to provide copies of de-identified curriculum, 
assessment and reporting documents that enable a more detailed comparative exploration of the 
decision-making influences, and design and content of curricula approaches to be made. 

What choice do you have? 

Only those people who give their informed consent will be included in the project. Opportunity 
for consent will be the survey landing page. You may withdraw from the research project at any 
time without giving a reason. If you do withdraw, all identifiable information from the project 
will be destroyed. 

How much time will it take? 

Stage One: The online survey will take approximately 30 minutes.  

Stage Two: Individual interviews will take approximately 30-60 minutes. Provision of documents 
will take up to two hours. 
 
What are the risks and benefits of participating? 

Participating in this research will allow you to engage in collaborative information sharing with 
peers, as well as express your professional opinions about the topic. Your participation will 
contribute to the overall project and the advancement of this domain-specific knowledge. 

If you participate in Stage One of research, risks associated are minimal with all collected 
information anonymous.  

If you are approached and agree to participate in Stage Two of the research, individual risk 
increases regarding identification due to the requirement to provide documents, and through the 
interview process, including the transcription of interviews. In recognising this, there are inbuilt 
steps throughout the reporting process to de-identify all documents, the students, the teacher and 
school. At the point of transcription, numbers and letters will be ascribed to participants.  There 
will be no publication of any names of participants unless prior consent has been gained. 
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How will your privacy be protected? 

Stage One: the online survey is anonymous. It will not be possible to identify you from your 
answers. 

Stage Two: all identifiable information collected will be de-identified upon receipt with 
numbers and letters ascribed to participants. Identifiable information will then be destroyed. 
Data will be stored securely. Only researchers will access the data, except as required by law.  

Dei-dentified data will be retained for at least five years on the University of Newcastle’s own 
Cloud secure server. Audio or visual (Zoom/Skype) recordings will be transcribed and then 
stored on the University of Newcastle’s own Cloud secure server. The online survey will be 
hosted via a secure encrypted connection. Data will be securely destroyed in line with UON 
policy provisions. 

How will the information collected be used? 

De-identified data will be analysed and reported in academic journals and in the final PhD 
thesis to be submitted for Ms Rendoth. 

Participants will not be identified in any reports arising from the project unless prior consent 
has been gained. 

Audio and Videotaping. 

If you participate in Stage Two, you will have the opportunity to review the recording of 
interviews and will be able to clarify any information that was initially recorded. Where 
audiotapes are to be transcribed, this capacity will extend to recording and transcripts. 

De-identified summaries of findings may be shared with other parties to encourage scientific 
scrutiny, and to contribute to further research and public knowledge, or as required by law. 

Participants will be given access to the final reports and result in a readily accessible manner by 
requesting a summary from Dr Jill Duncan, Jill.Duncan@newcastle.edu.au  

A final summary of all the results will be made available to you directly if you participate in the 
second stage of this project.  A summary of survey results will also be distributed to participants 
who elect to receive this information. 

What do you need to do to participate? 

Please read this Participant Information Statement and be sure you understand its contents 
before you consent to participate. If there is anything you do not understand, or you have 
questions about please contact Tess Rendoth, tess.rendoth@newcastle.edu.au prior to 
completing the survey. 

If you would like to participate in Stage One, please complete the online survey with the link 
provided where you will be asked for your informed consent. 

If you would like to express interest in participating in Stage Two of this research, you will be 
prompted after the survey to do so.  You will be re-directed to a specified online location where 
further information regarding this stage will be given, and you will have the opportunity to 
express your interest. 
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Further information 

For further information, please contact Tess Rendoth, Tess.Rendoth@newcastle.edu.au.   

Thank you for considering this invitation.  

Regards 

 

TESS RENDOTH JILL DUNCAN JUDITH FOGGETT 

PhD Candidate Principal Supervisor Supervisor 

 

Complaints about this research 

This project has been approved by the University’s Human Research Ethics Committee, 
Approval No. H-2020-0161. Approval date. 15/07/21 

Should you have concerns about your rights as a participant in this research, or you have a 
complaint about the manner in which the research is conducted, it may be given to the 
researcher, or, if an independent person is preferred, to the Human Research Ethics Officer, 
Research Services, NIER Precinct, The University of Newcastle, University Drive, Callaghan 
NSW 2308, Australia, telephone (02) 4921 6333, email: Human-Ethics@newcastle.edu.au 
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