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Wondering about 
the Australian 
Curriculum
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• What was the aim and outcome 
of the Australian Curriculum 
Review?

• What is high quality curriculum 
planning to support 
implementation?



The school curriculum expresses a nation’s aspirations for 
its next generations…What constitutes essential school 
learning will always be contested because behind it is a 

debate about what knowledge is of most worth. Curriculum 
stirs the passions – and that is a good thing. Curriculum is 

never completed. It is never perfect and should always be a 
work in progress”.“

Barry McGaw
Former Chairman of the ACARA Board



Wondering about the 
review process and outcomes
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The overall aim is to improve the F-10 Australian 
Curriculum by refining, realigning and decluttering the 
content of the curriculum within its existing structure.

In particular, the review aims to:

• Refine and reduce the amount of content to focus on 
core concepts

• Improve the quality of content descriptions and 
achievement standards 

• Rationalise and improve content elaborations

• Improve the digital presentation of the Australian 
Curriculum

The review will be undertaken concurrently in all eight 
learning areas and from Foundation to Year 10.

Content changes will not necessarily be of the same 
scale or magnitude across the learning areas and years 
of schooling.

Aims of 

the review

Image: Freepik.com



Review timeline
Australian Curriculum timeline
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Review process
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More than 

6,000 online 
surveys completed 

900 email 
submissions were received

47 schools 
tested the consultation 

draft primary curriculum

18 reference groups 
comprising 360 teachers 

and curriculum specialists 
from across Australia



We are excited about ….

….the outcome of the Review
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Removal of content to 
enable greater depth of 
exploration and reduce 

repetition especially in F−6

Refinement of content 
descriptions and 

achievement standards to 
improve clarity of scope and 

define essential content 

Improved alignment 
with other learning areas

Separate Foundation year Content elaborations improved across all 
learning areas, ensuring authentic ways to 

connect to the general capabilities and 
cross-curriculum priorities

Removed unnecessary 
duplication and repetition



the removal and reduction of content so the curriculum 
can be taught with depth and rigour, including an overall 
21% reduction in the number of content descriptions

concise, connected and consistent content across the 
3 strands in English 

a stronger focus on students mastering the essential 
mathematical facts, skills, concepts and processes, and 
being introduced to these at the right time 

prioritising Australian history in Years 9 and 10 within a 
global context 

deepening students’ understanding of First Nations 
Australian histories and cultures 

Summary of 
key changes

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Summary of 
key changes
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strengthening and making explicit teaching about the 

origins and heritage of Australia's democracy and the 
diversity of Australian communities 

strengthening the explicit teaching of consent and 
respectful relationships from F–10 in 

age-appropriate ways 

addition of privacy and security 
in the Digital Technologies curriculum 

strengthening the focus on students being 
physically active, and content with a focus 

on activity in natural and outdoor settings

strengthening the Foundation year by identifying 
the essential content to teach in the first year 

of school across all 8 learning areas.



… it is designed to support 
teachers to work with the 
curriculum, cater for all 

students and reflect local 
contexts

We are excited about the 
Version 9.0 website ….



Australian 
Curriculum
Version 9.0 website

The Australian Curriculum, Version 9.0 
website includes key features to improve 
teachers’ ability to explore and plan using 
the curriculum

multiple learning 

areas side-by-side

3 dimensions of the 

Australian Curriculum

inline glossary 

alignment of

 achievement standards 

to content descriptions

Website https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/

https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/


Selector tool
Select by learning area, general capability or cross-curriculum priority
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Understanding the learning area 15



Meeting the 
needs of 
diverse learners
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Achievement standards
Each statement links to content descriptions
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Alignment of content 
descriptions to 
achievement standard
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Content 
description 
alignment
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Key 
connections

A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M  |  M A T H E M A T I C S
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Related content

• identified content within year levels from other learning areas 

• mapped and represented through the functionality of the new website, 
related content descriptions across learning areas



Working 
with 3 levels 
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Inline 
glossary
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General capabilities
Key connections to learning areas

22

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM



Cross-curriculum priorities
Key connections to learning areas
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Key connections
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Advanced select

Example: 
Learning area and GC 

for a particular year level 
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AC V 9.0 
website 
Resources
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Video work 
samples
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Professional Learning Hub
28

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM
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Student 
diversity
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Curriculum planning and 
supporting resources 
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A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M

Wondering:

How long do teachers/schools need to:

• become familiar with the refined curriculum?

• refine teaching and learning programs? (adding 
new and removing content) 

• be confident in teaching and assessing the 
knowledge, understanding and skills?  



A U S T R A L I A N  C U R R I C U L U M
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Head – rational, 
logic and thinking

Heart – relational, 
connecting, passion 
and compassion

Hands – practical 
theory lived out 

Feet – directional, lead 
strategically with 
practical strategies

Leading change



Curriculum content
https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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Content descriptions - the knowledge, understanding and skills that young people are expected 
to learn and that teachers are expected to teach.

They are accompanied by content elaborations - optional illustrations and/or examples.

Achievement standards

• describe what students are typically able to understand and do

• assist teachers to monitor student learning and make judgements

• used to make on-balance judgements about the quality of learning demonstrated by students 
and to report that information to parents

• support national consistency in reporting.

https://v9.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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Curriculum 
and 

Assessment

STANDARDS
Expected level of 

achievement – how 
well 

CONTENT ASSESSMENT

CURRICULUM PLANNING

Work samples and evidence of student learning



Units of work

• What is essential 
information to include in a 
unit of work?

• How are they developed?
• Are they shared with every 

teacher in the school?



Starting with a unit of work in 
subjects/learning areas

Curriculum planning



Curriculum 
planning

From the student 
perspective 



Sequencing the curriculum

Year Year Year

The learning area/subject perspective



Thank you
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Subscribe to the ACARA update

ACARAeduau

ACARAeduau

ACARAeduau

@ACARAeduau and  
@ACARA_CEO

https://www.acara.edu.au/news-and-media/subscribe-to-acara-update
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